
80

THE SEAMAN’S PEST.

THE oft-told tale of scurvy is supplemented this week by
the arrival of nine patients. A vessel reached London on

Saturday last from Australia, with five of her crew more or
Jess affected with this disease, and a ship from Singapore
hauled into the West India Docks on Sunday with several
cases on board. The former, manned with a complement of
thirteen hands, all told, appears to have had a prolonged pas-
sage of more than 140 days, and was so short of provisions
that the captain was glad to accept, from the commander of
another ship sighted near the line, a cask of beef, one of pork,
a bag or two of biscuit, and some sugar. Two of the crew were
sent to the Dreadnougth on Sunday last, and their report goes
to show that the lime-juice, given out weekly, was musty
and bad, that some of the meat served out was stinking, and
that the provisions generally were of inferior quality. Both
these men are old sailors, one having seen thirty-five, and the
other twenty-seven years’ service. They both went out from
London in the ship about fourteen months ago, and declare
that, during the outward passage, and whilst the ship was in
port abroad, no illness (beyond what seems to have been in one
case a slight attack of vertigo) occurred to either of them. A
nautical mind, uninfluenced by any inordinate love of gain,
might possibly have conceived the not very complex idea of
putting into Rio or Pernambuco for a supply of provisions,
and, by the aid of the south-east trades, this would not have e
been a superlatively difficult feat. But, if the truth be told,
ship-captains are so fettered by orders to make as smart a pas-
sage as possible, that where health of crews and quick transit
clash, the balance must, with them, turn decidedly in favour
of the latter. And so it is imperatively the duty and the in-
terest of all members of Parliament conversant with maritime
commerce to aid the success of the Duke of Richmond’s Bill,
the provisions of which will materially assist in the preservation
of the health of sailors, and thus secure to owner and captain a
maximum of manual power for the handling of their ships at
sea. 

HEALTH OF LONDON.

THE death-rate during last week was less favourable than it
had been for some weeks previous, the increased mortality
being due in great measure to diarrh&oelig;a, which caused 115
deaths, against 54 and 48 in the two preceding weeks. Still
the 1262 deaths registered -,re 95 less than the estimated
average, and London yet maintains its position as one of the
healthiest of the large towns in the kingdom. And if the
deaths show an increase, it must not be overlooked that the
births have increased in greater proportion. Ten deaths of
children and two of adults were returned last week from
cholera or choleraic diarrhcea, some of the cases being of short
duration. Sixteen of the 115 deaths from diarrho?a occurred
in Marylebone ; seven of these being in the sub-district of

Christchurch, and four in All Souls. It was in Christ church
that the circumstance of the retention of manure heaps oc-
curred to which we referred last week, and it would be interest-
ing to know how far the cases of fatal diarrhoea now recorded
are a result of sickness engendered by that most culpable piece
of adherence to the bare letter of the law, as opposed to the
obvious spirit of sanitary legislation.

A GOOD EXAMPLE.

THE inhabitants of West Bromwieh have lately opened a
dispensary in that town, the rules of which provide for the
payment of the medical officers attached to it. It is also in

contemplation to make provision for the creature comforts of
the patients who may seek for relief. These are wholesome

regulations, and are worthy of being adopted by all charitable
medical institutions of a like character. It is difficult to over-

estimate the importance of providing medical comforts for sick
people in manufacturing districts, as they are often of as much
service in the successful treatment of disease as is the adminis-
tration of medicine. The medical officers are Mr. W. J. Kite
and Mr. John Manley, both members of the Royal College of
Surgeons and licentiates of the Society of Apothecaries. Wo
shall look with interest to the first report issued hy the medi..
cal officers of this institution.

THE SANITARY ACT IN HACKNEY.

DR. TRIPE, in his report to the Local Board of Works on the
health of his district during the year 1866, details the measures
taken to carry into effect the provisions of the Sanitary Act in
Hackney. Prior to the cholera outbreak last summer there
was only one inspector of nuisances for this large district of &pound;

3929 acres, containing a population of about 100,000 persons.
There are now two additional inspectors and a clerk actively
and constantly engaged in the new work arising out of the
Sanitary Act. One inspector is engaged in making a periodical
inspection of houses under JE20 a year rental, to ascertain their
state of repair and the number of inhabitants ; in disinfecting
premises, beds, and bedding where infectious diseases have
appeared; in observing and recording the particulars as to

water-supply and drainage, the condition of dust-bins, &c.
Another inspector serves notices on owners, and follows up the
cases to obtain, if possible, their abatement without legal pro-
ceedings. Dr. Tripe himself visits all premises where the owner
and the inspectors differ as to what needs to be done. 343
orders for legal proceedings were issued between November,

1866, and March, 1867; and 50 cases were adjudicated in the

police-courts. The average number of nuisances attended to

in the district in the course of a year previously to the passing
of the Sanitary Act was about 1500, but between the 1st of
August, 1866, and 31st of March, 1867, they amounted to the
large number of 4285 ; and the difference between these two
results represents therefore relatively the amount of benefit
which the Sanitary Act confers (when vigorously carried

out as it is in Hackney) in the suppression of unhealthy con-
ditions. As regards " overcrowding" Dr. Tripe is enabled, by
; a judicious combination of the powers of the Nuisances Re-
moval Act and the Sanitary Act, to combat the evil so suc-

! cessfully that of 78 notices served in three months the

; whole were obeyed without any summons having been heard.
i Provision for an adequate apparatus for the disinfection of

’ woollen articles, clothing, or bedding which have become in-
; fected has yet to be made in the district; and this, with
a carriage, for the conveyance of persons suffering from any
contagious or infectious disorder, so constructed as to enable a

patient to lie in a recumbent position in  transitu, are the only
; two provisions of the Sanitary Act which have not been oner-
getically carried out in Hackney. A mortuary, with post’

; mortem room attached, has been provided, and has been found
exceedingly useful, 62 bodies having been already deposited

therein. Lodging-house regulations are strictly enforced. No
one who is familiar with the habits of the poor in populous

 towns can doubt that improved education and constant sani-
tary supervision are necessities of the first importance to the
permanent improvement of their health. 1-f all the health
officers in London and elsewhere are going to work as vigorously 
as Dr. Tripe, the Sanitary Act will soon have accomplished the
beneficent intentions of its framers.

THE "DREADNOUGHT" AND GREENWICH HOSPITAL.
A somewhat indefinite report has been circulated during

the week that the matter in dispute between the Admiralty
and the Seamen’s Hospital Society was to be settled by a
! mixed board. The real facts of the case are as follows :---The

! Society, tired of the supineness of the Admiralty in arriving
 at a decision, suggested that the various medical men who had


